12 Childhood—
Goals and Methods
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Parents of school age children are confronted with new challenges. The children are
spending more time away from the direct supervision of mother or father. Since you cannot be
with him all the time, you must build on those early lessons of being under a person of authority.
The big lesson for these middle years is character development. He must know what to do in
hundreds of situations that you cannot anticipate. He needs biblical wisdom. His conscience
must be developed as the reasoning factor of the soul so that he will know what he ought to do
even when you are not there. We must appeal to the child’s conscience, helping him to develop
the capacity to reason to right conclusions using the Scriptures as his guide.
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It is obvious that character development is not taught through the same methods as
teaching a toddler to be under authority. Spanking works well to teach young children to obey,
but is not effective at teaching a ten year old to be wise. We must address the heart using all the
means of communication discussed in chapters 8—10 of Shepherding a Child’s Heart.
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This chapter discusses the information found in Chapters 16 & 17 of Shepherding a
Child’s Heart.
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DIGGING INTO THE WORD&EZ XA

What do we mean by character development? What passages of Scripture describe
these character development goals? Generate a list of character development goals from the
following passages.
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Exodus 20:1-17¢H& & i2) 20:1-17
Leviticus 19:11-18(F|ki2) 19:11-18
Matthew 5:3—-10( B Xt8& )5:3-10
Romans 5:3-4(F 5 H) 5:34
Romans 12:3-21{F 34 ) 12:3-21
1 Corinthians 13:4-8( & # £ &i+) 13:4-8
Galatians 5:22-23¢HI K$) 5:22-23
Ephesians 4:32¢LA3EF ) 4:32
Colossians 3:12-14(F T FHH) 3:12-14
Philippians 2:3—-4(BE3L b $5) 2:3-4
2 Peter 1:5-7{f®FEH) 1:5-7
James 3:17-19(H & F) 3:17-19

1. List character development goals from the passages above:
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You have probably noted that the character goals generated from these passages are
rooted in true faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Where does this leave us, if our children do not
believe? Think of it this way. Calling your children to be what they cannot be fully and honestly
without the work of God is a means of showing them how much they need the work of Christ to
change, transform and empower them. The law of God is the schoolmaster that leads to
salvation (Galatians 3:23-25). Showing them what they ought to be will make their inability to be
what they ought to be obvious—providing you with the opportunity to show both their need of
Christ and the transforming power of grace.
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2. The conscience is our ally in working with our children. Make notes about the conscience
from the following passages of Scripture.
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1 Samuel 24:1-7(i B Eid £ )24:1-7

Romans 2:15(F &$) 2:15

Romans 13:1-5(F &%) 13:1-5

2 Corinthians 4 2(F M ZHIH) 4:2

1 Peter 3: 16 FAIH) 3:16

1 Timothy 4: 212 E KAIH) 4:2

Titus 1:15¢12 %) 1:15

3. As we seek to develop godly character in our children and appeal to their conscience in

our instruction, we must communicate wisely and well. Note principles of godly
communication from the following passages:
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Proverbs 10:19-21{@& £ »10:19-21
Proverbs 10:32¢& & )10:32
Proverbs 12:14¢/&E)12:14
Proverbs 12:18(/Z%& & )12:18
Proverbs 13:3¢(Z&E)13:3
Proverbs 15:1-2(&E)15:1-2
Proverbs 15:28(=& §)15:28
Proverbs 25:11&& & )25:11
Proverbs 29:20¢& & )29:20

APPLICATIONM A

1. Use the character development goals from the section above to generate some
character development goals for your children. List areas in which you wish to see them
develop. Think of the passages of Scripture to which you might turn. Think through ways
to illustrate the need for character growth in specific areas. Follow the paradigm shown
below.
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Growth area: Rt t4is; -

Passage(s) of Scripture: &3 :

lllustrations of need for this growth: & ZiX A A3 EA :

How to open up the conversation: #0{a] B FF X4 i% :

2. Chapter 16 of Shepherding a Child’s Heart provides a three-pronged tool of diagnosis to
help you understand your kids and their needs. Sit down with your spouse and think
about your children in terms of the following categories:
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a. Relationship with God5 ## /)% %

e |Is there a conscious need for God?
EEAEERRMBIFEM?

e |s knowing and loving God important?
NABINZHEREE?

e |s God a source of strength and comfort?
HEBRRNENRHEHIEIR ?

e What choices reflect knowing God?
AR L 15 438 s B HE X # A TAAR 2

e Are God’s ways and truth important?
HHERMEEEREE?

e Do spiritual realities seem to matter?
BRONXZEEE"

e |s there an independent relationship with God?

EEESWHEMIMXR?



Does he talk about God?

thE2EReHm?

How does she talk about God?

gth a0 [ 11 P

Is God grand or small?

FHEAHKHIE 2B/ 2

Is God a friend or judge; helper or taskmaster?
HERRERTHE BEERESHHIITE ?
Does she live as someone who is complete in Christ?

BRI E— T HEBEERTEMAERE?

b. Relationship to himself5 ftt B © )X %

How does he think of himself?

e EFED ?

Does he understand himself?
thEETHED?

Is he aware of personal strengths and weaknesses?
thEEERICAMLARFRE ?

Does he understand his personality?
thEETHECHMERE?

Is he confident or shy and diffident?
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Is he arrogant or humble?

fth SIS E R RE ?

Is he chained by fears?

fth R EBBIERE ?

Is he able to enjoy others?

fthEE B FEZ 5t ARSHEAL ?

Does he feel superior or inferior to others?
thEERXGESATFRIETFMHA?

Is he able to work on his own?

fth R B REBIRIL T 2

Does he need external props to stay on task?
thBERENBIETRREFRE?

How much does he need the approbation of others?
fthE 2 KIEE L FEMARIINTT ?

c. Relationship with others 51t A #% %

How does he interact with others?

fthan{a] 54 N E 3 ?

Can he converse without making the conversation about himself?
thEEEBEHTNEMA LK EFERXTFEHCOHIER ?

What does he bring out in others?

fthpE LRI AN B 4 2

Does he control others?

fth 2 EEH BN ?



e |s he under other’s control?
fth 2 5 Bl AN HE | 2

e Does he fawn for attention?
fth R E 57 B A LAIRER R E 2

e Is he pleasant with kids his age?
th 2 E 5 R FHELRE ?

e How does he deal with disappointment with people?
ftt a0 {2 EE X fth N B SR EE 2

e Is he forgiving?
thEERBBIA 2

e Does he harbor bitterness toward others?
fth R E X B A HEFRIR 2

e How does he respond to being sinned against?
fth a0 ey B Bz 50 A RO B A0 2

e What are his relationship strengths?
tEABRXRPHRABZH L ?

e What are his relationship weaknesses?

AEABRXRIHERZH 0 ?

STRATEGIC QUESTIONS & 1% [7] &

The child rearing emphasis in this section is nurture rather than merely controlling and
constraining behavior. We are good activities directors, sports organizers and social planners.
Parents in our culture are not good at nurturing relationships. The things outlined above and in
chapters 16 and 17 of Shepherding a Child’s Heart are skills that must be developed.
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1. What are the ways you must change in order to do the things described in this section?
Addressing the heart necessitates thinking clearly and thoroughly about the “what”,
‘when”, and “why” of behavior. Sometimes the fact that we do not think clearly about
these things is reflected in asking poor questions of our children. For example, “why did
you . ..” is usually a poor question. Here are some better questions for helping your
children express a clearer understanding of their actions and responses.
ANTHEARETHEBHERE, MOAERLEAEHTRE ? MRZFHRNLDEERITE
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e Tell me about the situation. . .
REWEREMFER. ...

e How did you respond internally when . . .
= B, R0 204 & RS2 A ?

e What did you do (or say)?
RIS T (FRT)IHL?



2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

e What were you trying to accomplish in doing (saying) that?
R (% ) MHERBAETHL B2
e Did you accomplish what you wished?
fRXEITIRBEMNERD ?
e How did it help or hurt?
EREBTIRERMHETIR?
e What would have been a better thing to do (say)?
(% ) L REFHIER?
e Where was God in your thinking at the time?
LNMEMDPHIEERT L ?
e What could you have done to reflect the two great commands? (Matthew
22:37-40)
fRAT] LA 2 KRR E IR A SR KA W an 2 ((BR1EE )22:37-40)
What questions could you add to this list?
RA] LA X A (B BR 51 5= B A8 A o LE ) | 2
How would these questions be more beneficial to your child than your usual procedure in
a similar situation? Many times parents have desires that get in the way of nurturing their
children. These desires are often plausible, but they become idols of the heart that
distort your vision as you shepherd your children. Among those desires you might find:
FERLERT, XLERBNMGLRBEEMBERER R FMHOERT 2 FEHE, REMRE
IS T I R F RIS, FEREREFTERESHFRE, BENERNLHHER, 11
HIRE W FZF IR, LT —EARAIRE B HIRE
e You want to be respected
MELRINEE
e You want comfort
IRELEE
e You want appreciation
MMBELRF[EMREA
e You want success
fRFEERLTh
e You want control
REmEER
e You want ease
RBEZEN
e You want peace
R&BLEMFE
You want . . . what can you add to the list?
REL.... AREREEXNIIRLAMA L 2
Think through some of the ways these things get in the ways of your shepherding of your
kids.
B RBXLERLNEPRF RS FI AR,
What are the commitments to change that you must make if you are going to be a
nurturer of children rather than activities director, sports organizer and social planner?
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS4E

God, the nurturing heavenly Father, places his children in situations in which their
character is developed and they grow into maturity in Him. One of the contexts for nurture that
he gives you is the experience of rearing children. All that he is to us as a Father becomes the
source of strength, confidence and empowerment for us in this task that would otherwise be
overwhelming.
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Many passages remind us of our riches in Christ and the joy and confidence that is ours
as we know this growth in our great God.
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Look at Isaiah 12 and note the things about God and his redemption that fill you with
confidence and joy in this task.
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