11 Infancy to Childhood—
Goals and Methods
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THE BIG IDEA#ID IR S,

In the first five years the primary training objective is to teach your children to be people
under authority. God—who is good, kind, gracious, and who has created us for his own glory;
who provides everything for us to enjoy; in whom we live and move and have our being—has
established authority structures and we are blessed as we live in submission to what God has
ordained. The place of blessing for your child is found in obedience to you. This is what is good
for him because it is what God has ordained. Teaching your child to be a person under authority
is the goal. Faithful, timely use of the rod of correction coupled with gracious communication is
the method. God has given us a goal for these early years and he has given us a means of
working toward the goal. In this section we make application of the teaching on the rod found in
chapter 9 of Shepherding a Child’s Heart.
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This chapter discusses the information found in Chapters 14 & 15 of Shepherding a
Child’s Heart.
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DIGGING INTO THE WORD&EZ X%

The principle of obedience is greater than just a parent establishing his authority—it is
teaching children how God has structured his world. There are authority structures in the world
that God has established. It is the creature’s calling to live under those authority structures; that
is what it means to submit to God’s authority. In the following passages identify the authority
structures that God has established.
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Romans 13:1-7{(Z & $) 13:1-7
Ephesians 5:22-33¢LLFBFT$) 5:22-33



Ephesians 6:1-3¢LA3BRT ) 6:1-3
Colossians 3:20{#FFE) 3:20
Titus 2:9-10¢12 % ) 2:9-10
Hebrews 13:17(&HEXH) 13:17

1 Peter 2:13-17¢1R#BR1H) 2:13-17
1 Peter 2:18-23(1R1§A14) 2:18-23

Children, as a result of the fall, have a natural resistance to authority. The problem
children have with authority is exacerbated in our day by the fact that adults in general are not
living under the authority structures that God has ordained for them. We often are not modeling
for children the concept of entrusting oneself to God and living under the authorities God has
ordained. The real lesson for children and for adults is not that “father knows best.” Father may,
in fact, make mistakes. What a child may have confidence in is not father knowing best, but that
God will protect and care for him as he submits to what God has ordained. This is a lesson that,
sadly, is not being modeled for most children by the adults in their world.
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So when we teach our children to obey us, the issue is not just that we wish to be
obeyed and we are big enough to force them to do it; the issue is learning to live under the
authority structures God has ordained. This truth places everyday obedience in a larger context
for our children. We teach them to obey and insist on their obedience and respect because it is
what is good for them. They are learning to live in God’s world under his authority with the
confidence that God will bless them as they do so.
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In a true sense even the issue of spanking our children is an issue of submitting to
authority. God, who is wise and good in all his ways, has called me as a parent to the task of
discipline. He says that | should spank my children.
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The issue is not:
BIBAETF:
e Do | think this is a good way to teach children?

BUNZZHESZFRHITFAED ?

e Do | understand how it works?

HABRERMEE/ERMD ?

e Was | ever physically abused as a child?

BMNHEREEEEZTHERERF?

e Will my in-laws approve?



EHERERER ?

e |s it a popular idea about child rearing?
XEBILHRITMA ?

e What’s wrong with time out?
MEEEIBRITR?

e In the 21st century can’t we think of a better way?
FE21HE, HAEET BB H B IFRAED ?

e Won't they grow up to hate me?
K XEFRED ?

e Will it confuse them and make them hitters?
R IERF S HMNERITAESL ?

The issue is:
B BT T

e Has God called me to spank my children? [On that question see Proverbs 13:24, 22:15,
23:13-14, 29:15,17]
HEEMBEITEMETF 2 (XTI RBES L(REN13:24, 22:15, 23:13-14,
29:15,17)

e Will | trust and obey God?
H2EEFIRAR T 2

e Will | live under God’s authority or my own?

REEMMNET, EREBCHNET ?

APPLICATIONM A

In our culture parents are often unsure about their authority. We don’t like authority. We
don’t like being heavy. We want our children to do the right thing without being told. We
surrender too many issues to the child’s choice, especially with young children.
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Let’s revisit the illustrations in chapter 3. Parents give away their authority—they do it
like this:
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I’'m sorry, honey, mommy forgot that you don’t like oatmeal. Now let’s see, would you like
sugar pops or toaster tarts?
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Instead, Mom should say,
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Honey, we are having oatmeal today, it is good nutritious food, so we are going to pray
and thank God for it and eat it with a cheerful heart. Maybe another day we will have something
you like better, but today we are having oatmeal.
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Here’s another example:

BE—1F:

Honey, do you want to play T-ball or not? If you want to play T-ball you have to go to
practice. If you don’t want to play just tell Daddy. You can do whatever you want.
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Instead, Dad should say,

Mk, B8NZH:

Honey, your mother and | think it would be good for you to play T-ball. So this is what we
are going to do.
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Or,

HE,

We don’t think it would be good for you or for our family, so we aren’t going to do it this
year. Perhaps another year.
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Here’s a conversation we’ve all either had or overheard:
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Parent: Darling, you can’t wear that party dress and those patent leather shoes
today—we are going on a picnic and | want you to have fun.
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Child: [Whining, demanding tone] But, | want to wear them. Jennifer hasn’t seen them
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yet.
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Parent: But, Darling, they will get spoiled—please change into some jeans.
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Child: [Negotiating tone] Mommy, I'll be careful, I'll just sit at the picnic table.
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Parent: OK, dear, | don’t think it is a good idea, and if your dress gets ruined, don’t come
crying to me.
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Mother walks away thinking she is teaching this 5 year old to be a decision-maker.
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The best way to teach children to be decision-makers is to model for them good
decision-making. Make decisions for yourself and for them that reflect biblical principles. Take
them into your confidence; tell them why you have made the decisions you have made, but be
willing to be the authority in their lives. They need an authority that is kind—a benevolent despot
in their lives.
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Another question about authority and discipline concerns when to spank young children.
Especially in the early years, when teaching children to be people under authority is the issue,
we must discipline for issues of defiance rather than simply issues of behavior.
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For example, | am not concerned about whether the two year old remembers not to
throw his food from the high chair. | am willing to remind him every day not to throw his food.
The real concern is defiant behavior. When | told him not to throw his food, he looked me in the
eye and threw the food as if to say, “There, | did it, and what are you going to do about it?"—that
is defiant behavior.
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I am willing to remind a toddler not to take the leaves off the houseplants. But when |
remind him and he starts pulling off leaves, then | am dealing with defiance. | am willing to clean
up the spills made because clumsy little hands slipped with the glass of orange juice. | am
willing to deal with the inconveniences of childishness and childish behavior.
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| want to discipline the failure to honor and failure to obey. In terms of chapter 15 of
Shepherding a Child’s Heart, | want to discipline my child for leaving the circle, not for being a
child.
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In spanking, presentation is important. The message is not, “I've had it with you and you
are going to get it now.” When we come to our children in anger with our teeth bared, we are
planting seeds of rebellion that will sprout and grow later.

AT, 2ERAXBER EETZMRZIBMT, UEMERITT 1. ARNFEREK.
BREF NS 5 F o, BAREM T RIRMMF, XEMFRESRF K,

The message is, “Honey, | love you and you have not obeyed Mommy. God says you
must obey, so Mommy can’t just let this go. You haven’t obeyed, so Mommy is going to have to
discipline you. You have moved outside the circle where God says it will go well for you and you
will enjoy long life. I love you too much to say it doesn’t matter, so Mommy is going to spank
you.”
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It should never be, “I've had it with you™—rather, it should always be, “I am committed to
you and to your good, so | am willing to do what is hard to do out of love for you.”
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STRATEGIC QUESTIONS R R& 4 [7] &

1. In what areas, if any, have you made your preschool children decision-makers rather
than teaching them to be under authority?
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2. Perhaps even more subtly, what are the ways in which you communicate the idea that
your child has to agree with you in order to obey?
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3. What are the situational pressures that you must avoid if you are to keep a clear focus
on this task of teaching your children to be under authority?
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4. Think about your child and ask yourself the question, “What are the typical ‘authority
struggles’ that | have with this child?”
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5. Develop a plan to graciously and firmly confront these “authority struggles” using clear
communication of God’s call to be a person under authority, and the gracious, measured
use of the rod of correction. Think through the words you want to say and how to
administer the rod.
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6. What are some of the “abundance of the heart” issues for you that keep you from being
gracious, kind, self-controlled and focussed on biblical goals as you teach your children
to be people under authority and administer discipline?
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7. Perhaps you have children who are 6, 8, 10, or 12 and they do not understand the
concept of being a person under authority. How can you teach them these things in ways
that are gracious and kind? Prepare some thoughts you could sit down and teach to your
children so they can understand these important concepts.
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS4 &

Many of us are nearsighted. Rather than working with a long-term vision, we settle for
surviving the day. In fact, much of our living gets done in survival mode. Many years ago a godly
man taught me that | needed to have a three generation vision. | needed to be concerned with
my walk with God, my children’s walk, and their children’s walk. | remember his words as he
talked with me about Deuteronomy 6, “You must be raising your children with a concern for



where your grandchildren will be 50 years from now.” It seemed light years away at the time, but
now | have grandchildren and in 20 years those 50 years will be upon me.
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Deuteronomy gives us this three generation vision. We train our children “[S]o that you,
your children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you live by
keeping all his decrees and commands that | give you, and so that you may enjoy a long life”
(Deuteronomy 6:2). There it is, three generations, “you, your children, their children.”
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How can we do this? It seems to be such a big task. We often find ourselves
overwhelmed. Deuteronomy 6 gives us some help.
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Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength. These commandments that | give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them
on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up. Deuteronomy 6:5—-7
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Deuteronomy 6:5—Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength. It is out of wholehearted love for God that we shepherd our children.
Loving God, delighting in Him and drawing near to Him, enables and empowers our diligent
pursuit of these shepherding goals. It all starts with our love for God.
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Deuteronomy 6:6—These commandments that | give you today are to be upon your
hearts. As these things fill our hearts they overflow naturally into all of life. The goodness of
obedience to God must fill our hearts. The wisdom of walking in God’s truth must be on our
hearts. The joy of life with God, even in the face of things that are hard and that we don't like,
must fill our hearts. We cannot give away what we don’t have.
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Deuteronomy 6:7—Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at
home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. We impress
them on our children by talking about these things all the time. | don’t mean sermonizing from




morning to night, but living in the vitality of the joy and thankfulness of a child of God, seeing the
goodness of his ways and keeping his truth on the front burner all the time.
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Remember the wonderful promise of James 3:8, “come near to God and he will come
near to you.”
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