Embracing Biblical Methods
Appeal to the Conscience
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THE BIG IDEA#ID IR S,

Two concerns dominate this chapter. The first is the concern to keep your discipline and
correction focussed on the conscience of your children. The second is the importance of
keeping the centrality of the cross and the redemptive work of Christ as the goal of all your
nurturing. Instruction, motivation, discipline and correction will misfire if the gospel is not central
and the conscience is not the target. The wrong focus is your offenses, hurts, unhappiness,
desires, dreams, hopes and fears. The right focus is the gospel of grace and your children’s
need to know and love and serve God. The wrong focus leads to endless debate and argument.
Keeping the focus on biblical truth and appealing to the conscience leaves your child’s
controversy with God and not with you. Whenever long discussions can take place without
opening the Bible or talking about repentance, forgiveness and enablement from Christ, you
have gotten off track.
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This chapter discusses the information found in Chapter 12 of Shepherding a Child’s
Heart.
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DIGGING INTO THE WORDE&EZ X%

The Bible speaks in many places about the conscience. | am persuaded that we have
not thought enough about the Bible’s teaching about the conscience and appealing to the
conscience in motivation, discipline and correction. Let’s do a brief study on the conscience.
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1. Look up Romans 2:14—-15 and answer the following questions:

BF(ZDH) 2:14-15, FERIZLITRA:

a. What phrases describe the activities of the conscience?
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b. What proof do you have that the conscience works even if people are not
believers?
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2. Look up 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 and answer the following questions:

a. What are the negative and positive statements of verse 2 that describe how we
commend ourselves to the conscience?
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b. What would be examples of secret and shameful ways that are deceptive and
distort the truth that are sometimes used by parents in the place of commending
themselves to the conscience?
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c. What do you think are some of the blinders that the god of this age uses (verse
4) to keep your children from seeing the glory of Christ?
RIARIXAD BB (B4TT ) FEA T HLRRE, FIMMNZRFETAEENE
17

d. Describe the focal point of the message according to verse 5.
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e. According to verse 6 what hope do you have as you faithfully proclaim the glories
of Christ and the demands of truth to your children?
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3. Look at Titus 1:14-16 and 1 Timothy 4:1-2. These passages describe a possibility that
should strike terror into the heart of any serious person. Note the two phrases used to
describe a malfunctioning conscience.

BFE(RZH) 1:14-16 FICREKREIR) 4:1-2, XELZX IR T —FalgEME, ML iLE M
FEROABOLERER, IEAXREERLDAENRIEE.

4. This should not leave you hopeless—God’s grace is powerful—but it should alert you to
true danger. Think of how you could talk to your children about this danger. Script the
outline of the conversation.
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5. Hebrews 9:14 and Hebrews 10:19-22 hold out real hope for the guilty conscience.
Prepare yourself for conversations in which you hold out this hope for your kids.
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Note how these passages all contain both focus points of this chapter. Both the
conscience and the redemptive work of Christ are in view.
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APPLICATIONAM A

If you are going to appeal to the conscience of your children, you must use God’s words
and not your words. Let me give you some examples. I'll do the first one and you can work on
the last two.
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You have had a conversation with your son over his failure to take out the trash. Instead
of receiving the reproof in humility, he is obviously miffed. His responses to you are sullen, angry
and generally disrespectful. At an appropriate time, you could approach him and say something
like, “Hey, John, | want to discuss a passage of Scripture with you to help you with something |
think is really important for you.” Have him look at Proverbs 9:7-9. Then get him to fill in Figure
1 below.
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Here are the questions that will enable him to fill in the blanks.
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e There is a parent in this passage. What four words describe what the parent does? Is it
wrong for the parent to do these things?
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e There are two different responders to the parent and two names for each. What are
they?
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e How does the mocker/wicked man respond?
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e How does the wise/righteous man respond?
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e Which way of responding do you think you reflect most of the time? (No one is always,
without exception, one place or the other.)
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e Which describes how you are responding right now?

B — Al TRAEMEN AR ?

e What do you think describes what | long to see in you?
MUANBREEMELBINEH L ?

e What is God calling you to do in response to my parenting?

AIEZ RN EHFE AR M LB ?

1. Your kids are watching something on TV that you do not think they should be watching.
Obviously, you can go into the room and require them to shut it off, but you want
something deeper than that. In addition to having the program shut off, you want them to
be understanding, and living out of a sensitivity to the ways of God.
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a. Think through how Ephesians 5:1-11 speaks to these issues. Prepare to walk
them through a critique of TV rooted in the revelation of God. What questions do
you want to help them ask of the passage?
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b. How can you use this passage to appeal to the conscience?
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Your teenage daughter is speaking to her younger sisters in ways that range between
being unkind to them and denigrating them. You have spoken with her about it, but she
thinks you are really going overboard. “This is just the way kids talk these days.”
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Think through James 3 and prepare to talk to her about her ways of communicating.
Outline how to walk her through the passage. Note especially verses 13—17. Help her
critique whether her conversation reflects wisdom from above or from below. Keep the
focus not on your thoughts and ideas, but on the Word of God. It is what God has said
that she must contend with.
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STRATEGIC QUESTIONS R R& 1% [7] &

1.

What are some issues of the Christian life and growth in grace that must be in place for
you to have the conversations we have outlined above with your kids? What fruit of the
Spirit, what knowledge of truth must be in place if you are going to shepherd the hearts
of your children?
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Imagine having a conversation with your child in which you have been able to show him
how much he has strayed from the ways of God and how much he needs not just to do
better in the future, but how profoundly he needs the internal change that God gives
through the gospel. What passages of Scripture could you take him to? What passages
could fill him with hope of forgiveness and lasting change?
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Make a list for yourself of ways that your parenting style must change if appeal to the
conscience and the centrality of the person and work of Christ are to be your focus in the
future.
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a. | must stop the following:
BOAEIELLTITA:
b. In the future, by God’s grace, | must:
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Give yourself some practice. If you are studying this book with a group, practice role
plays. Take turns being the parents and think through how to engage the conscience.
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS4 &

The key to all the fruitful ways that we want to deal with our children is doing the same
things with ourselves. If we have well-worn paths to the cross where we find mercy and grace to
help in our time of need, then we can help our children. Make a study of John 15:1-8, then
answer the following questions.
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1. What is the key to fruitfulness?
ERFHXERAL?

2. How essential is it to remain in the vine?
EEEEWNLEZEE

3. What are some of the disciplines of the Christian life that are essential to
abiding/remaining in Christ?
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4. Comment on John 15:5 in light of Philippians 4:13.

SEE(BEILLEH) 413, BRIRI(ABETN15:5MF &,

You can learn to do this parenting task in new ways. You can learn to nurture your

children. You can fill them with hope that is found in Christ, not in getting their act

together. You can get beyond simply disapproving and condemning to deep conviction of
sin through the work of God through his Word. The promise of this passage is that you
can bear much fruit. This fruitfulness is found as you abide in Christ. It is found in what
the older writers called “union and communion” with Christ.
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5. What commitments of your own should you make for the glory of God and the good of
your kids?
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