Embracing Biblical Methods
The Rod
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While we are living during an era when the idea of spanking children is not popular, it is
something God has called us to do. Children are not born ethically and morally neutral. Their
needs are more profound than the obvious needs for instruction and correction. The child’s need
is not an information deficit; his problem is his heart. He has a heart that has strayed from God’s
ways like a lost sheep. There are things going on within that are ugly and if allowed to bloom
and grow and bear fruit they will bring his life to destruction. The folly that is in his heart must be
driven out. God says that the rod of correction is the means by which this happens. Folly is
bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him (Proverbs
22:15). God tells us that the rod of correction is what our children need. He has not revealed
how it all works. Therefore, the faithful use of the rod is not based on our ability to rationalize
how and why it works; it is rather based on faith in what God has said. For parents, the use of
the rod is a question of whether we will trust and obey God.
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This chapter discusses the information found in Chapter 11 of Shepherding a Child’s
Heart.
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DIGGING INTO THE WORD&EZ X%

As we look to the Bible we see two things that underscore the importance of the faithful
use of the rod of correction. First, the problem of sin in the child that places the child on a path
of destruction—both temporally and ultimately. Second, the command to use the rod of
discipline as a means of turning the child out of the path of destruction.
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Folly is Bound Up in the Heart of A Child
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As hard as it is to face when you see the delightful smiles of youngsters whom you love,
your children are sinners. The Bible does not say that they are as bad as they could be, it simply
recognizes that the fundamental problem of humanity is not external, but internal. It is not the
effect of the environment on the child; it is the child. Your children are sinners.
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1. Using the passages below, write out the words that describe the problem of sin in your
children.
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Romans 3:10-18(Z &) 3:10-18
Titus 3:3¢(1{8 % $) 3:3
Ephesians 2:1-3¢ LAFBFT ) 2:1-3

Lest we think this is an adult problem the Bible makes it clear that the fallen state of
humanity is a child problem too.

ATHLEERMANXRZRAMEE, ZLAMHIEHE AREZHRShEZFHIRIE,
Psalm 51:5(i¥& )51:5
Psalm 58:3(1¥% )58:3
Proverbs 22:15(Z& & )22:15

The reason our children require the rod of correction is that they have an internal
problem. They have strayed from the ways of God like lost sheep. They are filled with a
compulsive selfishness and self-interest that will bring both temporal and eternal destruction on
their heads. The rod of correction is given for this purpose.
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The Rod of Correction Will Drive It Far From Him
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We do not employ the rod of correction because we looked at our child and decided,
“What this child needs is a good spanking.” We use the rod of correction because God reveals
truth to parents and says, “What your child needs is a good spanking.” The rod of correction is a
response of obedience and faith on the part of a parent. The parent is trusting in God who has
said that the rod of correction will be the means through which children will escape the folly that
is bound up in their hearts.
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2. Look at the passages below and note phrases that command the use of the rod.



BERUTEX, #FIEHPERFERAHIEG:
Proverbs 13:24(=&E)13:24
Proverbs 22:15(/& & )22:15
Proverbs 23:13-14(/& & »23:13-14
Proverbs 29:15(/& = )29:15

Why has the rod of correction fallen into disuse in our time? It is not that the passages
above are unclear or obscure. They are not difficult to understand and interpret. The problem is
that the rod is out of style in our day. It is not fashionable. We are influenced by non-biblical
critiques of the rod and by the more popular ideas about discipline that our culture provides.
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Our problem is the problem warned against in Colossians 2:8:

BAMRIBEZ(RZER) 2.8 HAEEHFEIA:

See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which
depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.
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Q When are captives taken?
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A During a war. There is a war going on for our families and captives are being taken.
The integrity and wisdom of our Commander is under question. Parents are being taken captive
to non-biblical thinking about child rearing.
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Q How are captives being taken?
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A Through hollow and deceptive philosophies. Note those words, “hollow and
deceptive.” These philosophies look substantial. They sound solid and stable. They seem
persuasive on the evening news and other unimpeachable sources of wisdom and goodness.
But they are hollow and deceptive.
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Q On what are these hollow and deceptive philosophies based?
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A They are based on human traditions and the ways of the world. They are rooted in
whatever is the prevailing notion of the day - the fashionable concepts in the traditions of the
marketplace of ideas.
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Q On what are they not based?

B :EMNREFHL?

A These hollow and deceptive philosophies are not based on Christ and his revelation.



The Bible is not unclear about the rod of correction. The words are easy to understand.
Will you be more influenced by the fashionable ideas of the culture or the clear teaching of the
Bible?
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APPLICATIONM A

As we use the rod of correction, we must make a distinction between behavior that is
childish and behavior that is defiant. Young children do many childish things. They are clumsy.
They don’t think through the implications of their silliness. Many things that children do that are
inconvenient are not defiant. The rod is for defiant behavior not for childish or even inconvenient
behavior.
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1. Think of illustrations of the difference between behavior that is childish and behavior that
is defiant.
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2. Many wrong ideas about discipline are addressed in the Hebrews 12 passage that
speaks of God’s discipline of us and parallels it with the parent’s discipline of their child.

Make a study of Hebrews 12:5-11, asking the following questions of the text.

(FBEED) E+-FRITHANBENHER HFEESXENBZFHEHMBIRFL, X

—BANBRTHZXTEHMERINS, BHR(FAEESR) 12:5-11, FEREBLTEE

a. What phrases show that discipline is an expression of love?
LR ERAEREZNRA?

b. What does failure to discipline on the part of a father signal?
REFEBZFERET L ?

c. What phrases show the purpose of discipline to be positive rather than punitive?
L5 1E RAEH M B MR RRE, MAZET M ?

d. What are some of the results of discipline?
ERAWLELER 2

e. What phrases show that we should not expect the process to be fun?
WL EERABNTNHALE XTSRRI MR ?

f.  What does discipline produce in the parent-child relationship?
EREFRFRXRPFTENLERA?

g. Other observations?
Hith W 2
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1. Why is it so difficult to spank your children consistently? Why are you so often tempted
to let things go?
N LEEITRFERXLE? AHLIMERBRFEERRLE?
2. What promises and perspectives from the Scripture passages cited in this chapter can
give you impetus and encouragement to be faithful and timely in discipline?
ARES|FAME X A WL RN TN R A LA RS A sk, bR BRI R EH 2
3. Most parents have experienced times when they have come to their children in discipline
with a sinful anger that left them defeated and their child wounded. Look at the following
passages, noting the contrast between interactions driven by the energy of sinful anger
and godly interaction that is fueled by imitation of Christ.
REHXBHMENIXHFMRZ : BiMRFBHRBEMEELZFR, BCRIIXNK,
BRFUZEGE EREUTEX, TEAFEMRREIMNED SEHEEBEMNHRERS 2
(B B X LE .
Ephesians 4:31-32¢LA3BFF ) 4:31-32
Colossians 3:8—12(IFF$) 3:8-12
Comment on James 1:19-20HE(HZH) 1:19-20
It is clear from these passages that we cannot come to our kids in correction and
discipline with our teeth bared and full of rage and anger. The energy behind our discipline must
be love for God and love for our children. Our motive in discipline should be restoration, not
retribution. None of this emphasis is a denial that it is possible to experience righteous anger
that is not sinful and wicked (see 1 Corinthians 13:5, James 1:19, Ephesians 4:26). Perhaps this
distinction would be helpful. Righteous anger (like Jesus displays in the Temple in John 2) is
because God is dishonored, not because of personal affront or inconvenience.
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4. What are the problems in you that make you susceptible to the temptation to discipline in
anger?
ML BEIRR B ERBRPEELRRF?
5. What changes can you make in your approach to discipline and correction that will help
you not muddy the waters with anger?
fREI AR EHRAL ER A X g mttohsx, EEE S EARBIRMmERE & ik 2
If you are a person who struggles with sinful anger, and are often tempted (and
sometimes succumb) to fly at your kids in a rage, you must take some positive steps to protect
yourself and your children from abusing correction and discipline.
MEMB—AERSEERBIENAN, FELEZIFXERERT) EREP A
fRESFZF, Ao ARDAUR IR — LR B, RIPECHNZFRZEYEMERMERMHE.
Will you make the following pledge to your spouse and your children?
MREEEEREBMZFHME L TRE:



I will never undertake any physical discipline of the children, until | have first gotten alone
with God to quiet my heart before Him. Only when my heart is right will | follow through with the
appropriate discipline.
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS4 &

The exhortations to turn away from anger that we saw above in Ephesians 4 and
Colossians 3 are embedded in God’s redemption.
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The exhortations of Ephesians 4:25-32 find their power in the grace of God described in
Ephesians 4:20-24.

(LABBRT ) 4:25-32 0 MR Z MCLLBRRT ) 4:20-24F i MMp BB hRGHE
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You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. Surely you heard of him and were
taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your
former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be
made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in
true righteousness and holiness.
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In the same way the “put off” and “put on” instructions of Colossians 3:5-17 are enabled
by the grace of redemption described in Colossians 3:1-4:
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Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life,
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. The exhortations to put off anger and put on
gentleness and compassion, or to follow through consistently with discipline when you dread the
confrontation, find their strength not in your determination to do better, but in the redemptive
power of God that is your Savior, Jesus Christ.
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Augustine said it well 1600 years ago. “Lord, give what you command and then
command what you will.”
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