Embracing Biblical Methods
A Life of Communication
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Communication is essential to the nature of Christian faith. When God created Adam
and Eve the first thing he did was speak to them. Even in Paradise they needed communication.
They needed for God to tell them who they were and what they were to do. We serve a God
who reveals Himself to people, not only in concrete ways in his creation, but who gives them
truth - truth written down in a fixed form. He has revealed an entire book. Communication and
truth are important to God. Thus, communication is essential for us as we shepherd our
children. Communication is a primary means of discipling our children. It is a primary means by
which we shepherd their hearts. Many passages in Scripture show the primacy and power of
rich, thorough communication with our children. Shepherding the hearts of your children
requires a lifestyle of communication.
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This chapter discusses the information found in Chapter 10 of Shepherding a Child’s
Heart.
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Communication is essential if children are to walk in the ways of God. Below are some
passages that demonstrate the Bible’s vision for our communication with our children.
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1. Read Deuteronomy 6. Note the following:
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e The goal of this communication is three generations who live in the fear of the
Lord and obey his commands (Deuteronomy 6:2-3).
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e The primary means to reach this goal is passionate communication—talking
about God all the time (Deuteronomy 6:7).
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e Communication about truth is so essential that even their clothing and household
decorations are to convey truth (Deuteronomy 6:8-9).
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e Consistent lifestyle choices to follow the ways of God and be different than the
nations around them will provide the context for future conversation with the
children. It is in the context of being different from the other nations that the
questions and answers of truth come up (Deuteronomy 6:13-25).
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e The father speaks from deep spiritual connection with truth, not from a mere
theoretical knowledge of abstract ideas (Deuteronomy 6:4-6).
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2. Read Psalm 145. The parenting task is described in verse 4: “One generation will
commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts.”
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If one generation will devote itself to commending God’s works, to telling of his mighty
acts, they must themselves be overwhelmed with the glory and grandeur of God. (Psalm
145:1-3). You cannot give away what you don’t have.
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Note the specific content of the declaration of God’s glory. It is His own being, “the
glorious splendor of [his] majesty” (verse 5). It is what he does, “his wonderful and awesome
works and great deeds” (verses 5-6).
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The remainder of the Psalm is descriptive of God’s being and his works. Verse 21 is a
response of any sober person who is dazzled by God’s glory: “My mouth will speak in praise of
the LORD. Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.”
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3. Glance through the book of Proverbs. Every “Listen, my son . . .” or “Pay attention, my
son . . .” section of Proverbs illustrates the call to a lifestyle of communication.
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Notice with me that in all three of these examples the content of communication is not
just nice, innocuous conversation. The communication has the content of God’s glory and
greatness, his mighty acts of power and his rich and grand acts of redemption.
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Communication rooted in God’s glory and goodness, his mighty acts and his grand
redemption requires a mom or dad who is overwhelmed by the soul satisfying goodness of God.
You, as the parent, must be a person who understands both your own fallen nature and the
work that Christ has done to provide forgiveness of sin and empowerment for living. So our
message is not, “be like me,” but rather, “come with me to where sinners find forgiveness and
grace”.
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In a section on page 98 of Shepherding a Child’s Heart, we read, “[I]nfluence represents
the willingness of a child to place himself under authority because of trust. This trust has several
elements. Children trust you when they know you love them and are committed to their good,
when they know you understand them, when they know you understand their strengths and their
weaknesses, when they know you have invested yourself in encouragement, correction, rebuke,
entreaty, instruction, warning, teaching and prayer. When a child knows that all his life you have
sought to see the world through his eyes, he will trust you. When he knows that you have not
tried to make him like you or like anybody else, but only sought to help him realize his full
potential as a creature God made to know Him and live in the relationship of fellowship with
Him, he will trust you.”
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1. Evaluate the things that must be in place for this to describe your relationship with your
children. Include the full range of Christian life issues—from your personal walk with God
to lifestyle, work, and values issues.
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2. Plan some contexts for conversations like the ones described in the three passages
above. You might want to think in terms of formal and informal conversations.
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Formal conversations: Family worship; one-on-one Bible studies with you kids
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Others:

Hith:

Informal conversations: Next time you are in the van together; Taking your child to
breakfast
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1. Part of the sharing that we do in communication is not just truths about God (as
important as that is) or assessment of our children’s conduct or development (as
necessary as that is), but also the dynamics of the Christian life.
BNEDBERAIZHAR, FRNEXTHMNEERE(REXFEREESR), hTNRXENEZ
FARRBAEKHITHE(REXHWRLE), ERRBEEERETHIR,

As with everything else this must be done using the Word of God, not just our words.
SEHMAASE &, XOAEAHMEERTHE, MAR2HAMEE,
What passages would you turn to with your child to discuss the following:
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Sonship with the Father: 5 R I ILLZ X % :

Repenting of your sins: &2 4{RE93E

Finding comfort from God: M## 3} B F & &t :

Thankfulness for mercies: &%} 8 B 151 -

Finding forgiveness from God and man: M 1A BB E £ FIF 28 :

Strength in temptation: IR IEF KRB L E !

Joy in trials: FE RGP E K

Joy in serving others:7E IR ZE fth A HIRIFE K

Hope of glory:5E#ERIBR &2

Delights of knowing God:iA1R %8 i = 13 :

2. People are convinced of the value of something before they will sacrifice to do it. The
communication we have been studying will clearly require sacrifice. Let’s think through
the benefits.
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How do your children benefit?
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How do you benefit?
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How is God glorified?
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS4% &

We live in a time and place in history when there is much to compete with time
consuming communication. We have the capacity to go places and do things that have been
unimaginable for most of human history. In addition, a whole virtual world is opening up on us
and stealing away ever increasing chunks of our interest, energy and stamina.
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Additionally, in our culture parenting has been reduced to child-care. So business and
governmental leaders use the terms child-care and parenting interchangeably. The notion of
parents being defined by the type of nurturing role that Deuteronomy 6 describes almost seems
like a report from a planet long ago in a galaxy far away.

Bribz st EERMNHXEF, FEILKELENILEFTF. Bit, DUNBHFASAEERE
ROLEEY L MIFEILKIZAE N EAERER, G(RGIE) EREPAREBMELHFEAE
N FEFERGREXEEZRARPENERMRE,

If we are going to do the things God calls us to do we must think in new ways. Romans
12:1-2 speaks to these issues with poignancy:
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Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any
longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will
(emphasis added).
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| write these things knowing that some readers will read them and think that | have
overemphasized things in a manner that is not really practical. Some may be tempted to say,
“Parents might have been able to do this stuff in Moses’ day, but we live in different times.” What
is being suggested here is not impossible, it’s just not according to the pattern of this world.
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If your desire is to not raise Christian cynics who have a “form of godliness, but deny its
power” (2 Timothy 3:5), then you must turn from the temptation to respond to these chapters on
communication in a cynical manner.
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What commitments are you prepared to make in order to have the kind of
communication we have discussed in these last three chapters?
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Psalm 29 is a favorite Psalm. In short, crisp, powerful phrases it describes God’s
awesome power. His voice breaks the cedars, it strikes with flashes of lightning, it shakes the
desert and strips the forest bare and all in his temple cry, “GLORY!” The Psalmist ends with two
powerful conclusions: The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD blesses his people
with peace.
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The two things you need, strength and peace, are given by God. Go to him for the
strength and serenity you need to do what God calls you to and then sit down and talk to your
kids about it.
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