Embracing Biblical Methods
Types of Communication
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THE BIG IDEA#ID IR S,

Parents can fall into “mono-speak” with their children. It will vary with each parent. One
might yell most of the time. Another might plead a lot. Still another might order his/her children.
Whatever the parenting style, parents tend to use the same type of communication all the time.
The Word of God holds out something richer and more satisfying than that. The Scriptures direct
us to provide differing nuances to conversation depending on the need of the child with whom
we are speaking: “And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid,
help the weak, be patient with everyone” (1 Thessalonians 5:14). Idle children need a warning.
Timid children need encouragement. Weak children need communication that helps. There are
obvious problems if we fail to be sensitive to the needs of the child with whom we are speaking.
It is a mistake to help the idle. Warning the timid may crush him. Just as God deals with each
parent according to their needs, so parents must deal the with their children in a manner that
suits the need of the moment.
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This chapter discusses the information found in Chapter 9 of Shepherding a Child’s
Heart.
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DIGGING INTO THE WORD&EZ XA

Chapter 9 of Shepherding a Child’s Heart discusses eight different forms of
communication that parents can use to enable their conversations with their children to address
the needs of the moment. The list in chapter 9 is not exhaustive, but only suggestive of the
differing forms of speaking that God has revealed in the Bible.
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For each of the forms of communication discussed in chapter 9 there will be a passage
or passages to study and questions to ask of the passage or passages.
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Encouragementsx i

Look at Romans 15:4-5. Ultimately God gives encouragement but he does so through
means. The means is the Scripture.
BEA(FDH) 15:14-5, HIRER, A THM, EHEEIEM A RS T, X
ARMERL,
1. What is the relationship between encouragement and the Scripture?
BRMEEZZBAAHLEXR?
2. What does encouragement from the Scripture provide for your child?

kB EZLMBRRRNRMZFIREH L ?

Correction4 IE

Correction is like the carpenter’s plumb line, it tells when things are out of alignment.
UEMBKRERHE EIUERENSHE/NEE T EHR.

3. Look at the following passages to discern the benefits of heeding correction:
FEEUTEX, LS R EREAL:

4. Look at the same verses again and note what is true of the child who will not heed
correction.
BREFXLZX, IBENETEERIUENBRFRETLER.
Again, the word of God is central in all these forms of communication—see 2 Timothy

3:15-17.
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SR(REXEB) 3:15-17,

Rebuke®= %

Study the following passages asking yourself the following questions:
HHEUTEX, FIES LU TEE:

5. What are the blessings of a well placed rebuke?
BEHRBRTRMALIFL?

6. What is the contrast between the way a foolish child and wise child responds to a
rebuke?
BHRMBZFMEAMNZFNREHRNENHLTE?

7. How can you help your children have a biblical view of rebuke?

NEF BRI FMELHAER/FRE?



EntreatyX i}

Entreaty is earnest and intense conversation in which a parent bares his soul, urging
and warning a child to walk in the paths of wisdom and faith. While this word is not used
frequently in the Bible, examples of entreaty fill the book of Proverbs.
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Note the following examples of entreaty.
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8. Think of a list of issues where your children would receive benefit from timely, gracious,
passionate and earnest entreaty.
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Instruction$g 2k

Search out the meat of these passages about instruction and ask the following questions
of these passages:

PHXEX FRAMBEMER, FHNXERZRE LI TRRA:

9. What becomes of children who reject biblical instruction?
ELXZHSFHBRFRNME?

10. What blessings crown the head of children who receive biblical instruction?
EXEZZLYSHNBRFEAETLOE?

11. What things must a parent do to make instruction stick? How does one grease the
wheels of instruction?

REBFEMEH L FTRERHERFTE ? NMEDABERMER ?

WarningZ &

Warnings are communication that put children on notice concerning dangers. Children
do not naturally enjoy warnings; they often regard them as unnecessarily negative and silly. Yet
the Bible has a very thorough discussion of warnings. Studying the following passages, note
some of the elements of the Bible’s theology of warnings:
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12. What are the blessings of responding to warnings?

BN E &H o iFak ?

13. What happens when children do not respond faithfully?

MEBRFAERMMEBINSREMT L ?

14. What is the relationship between warnings and the sowing and reaping passages like

Galatians 6:7-87?

Z2EMNAIRB) 6:7-8FF X FHMKMEXZBAEHLXR?

15. Do a quick survey of Proverbs and note every passage which contains a warning. (The
word warn or warning will not appear in the passage). I'll get you started.

RN E(RE), EREPAEEENEREN, (EXPRLSHIANESEIXNE )



Passage Warningx FZ & 2 XX
Proverbs 1:10-19¢/& E)1:10-19
Proverbs 1:24-32¢/& & )1:24-32
Proverbs 2:18—-19¢(& & )2:18-19

Teaching® &

Teaching is the process of imparting knowledge. In English the word is used as a verb to
describe the activity of imparting knowledge and as a noun to describe the knowledge imparted.
For us as Christian parents it is the essential task of transmitting to our children a worldview
rooted in God’s revelation.
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16. Looking at the following passages, ask yourself questions about the content of teaching,
the importance of teaching and the response to teaching:

BERUTEX, BELXSHAES. XSHEZHLURNHSHE R,

Prayert® &

Prayer is an important aspect of parent-child communication. When you pray your
children learn what matters to you. They learn how you think, they learn about the place God
has in your life, they learn the nature of Christian experience and what is ultimate. Many
wonderful prayers in the Bible teach of the being and existence of God, God’s plan and the call
on his people.
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17. Study the following prayers. Note themes and lessons.

PHELLT#S, TR E PR EEH,

Some people question the validity of praying in front of someone so they can hear and
learn. The reasoning goes that prayer is thus perverted and its focus on God is lost on account
of concern for the other hearers. We must surely avoid praying insincerely in a manner that
manipulates human hearers. On this question it is instructive to note John 11:41-42.
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APPLICATIONAM A

Remember that whether you are involved in encouragement, correction, rebuke,
entreaty, instruction, warning, teaching or prayer, the Word of God is the basis for all you have
to say. The Apostle puts it like this in Colossians 3:16, “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly
as you teach and admonish one another. . .” The Word of Christ dwelling in you richly is what



gives you something worthwhile to say during times of communication. Remember the words of
Romans 10, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of Christ.”
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1. Taking each of the types of communication that we have examined in this chapter,
develop three typical situations when one or more of these would be appropriate. I'll get
you started.

BNELEARETHARTIMHOERE, AEBRKR=1THENG R BEEEXLESRPMA

ESFEA—MHSHNRARE, TRFIRFFIA,

Situation: Your wife asks you to go out at 8:00 p.m. for milk. She has a $10 bill, so you
get the milk and return home leaving the change on the kitchen counter. Later she asks for the
change and you discover it is missing. None of your children has seen it. Picking up clothes
after the kids are in bed, your wife discovers the exact change in your 14 year old daughter’s
jeans.

R EFLULMBR LR H ARG, s TIR—KI10EX TP E, FILURET 1B+
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Communication: Think through how to approach this situation. What combination of the
eight types of communication will you use?

I AFAE BT B X MR, (REER/\HARA X PE—FAE 2
Situation:ff=:

Communication:3&) i :

STRATEGIC QUESTIONS R R& % [7] &

You want your communication with your children to be constructive. You want it to reflect
Ephesians 4:29: “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”

MHEZERZTFHURXRSEAREREMN, MAZERBRE(LIFHBFTB) 4:29:15HHEE—
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1. Most of us tend to get stuck in one primary communication style. What is yours? (It may
not be one we have studied).

BNAZHANFESEBE—MHIENOEAR L MREABAXRMT L ? (ATREFZEK
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2. The passages that we studied in the DIGGING INTO THE WORD section of this chapter
implied some mannerisms and character qualities that “grease the wheels” of successful
communication. How many can you find?

BNEXAENTEEREZ ) B7MFINEX, BRT —LRERNIEMNITHNARNSR
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3. Biblical forms of communication require time. What are some specific lifestyle,
recreational, vocational changes that you can make in order to have the time needed for
communicating with your children in the way discussed above?
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS4E

The Apostle speaks in 2 Corinthians 2:11 of Satan and his desire to outwit us with his
schemes. | believe that one of the wily schemes of the Devil, if he cannot get us to reject truth
outright, is to discourage us with ever being able to do what God has called us to. The scheme
is to get us to look at our ordinary resources and then at the insurmountable nature of what God
has called us to and to conclude, “There’s no way. Not in this life. This is not possible.”
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If we come to these conclusions, we will run from the field of battle like the Israelites did
in 1 Samuel 17. For 40 days, Goliath came out and taunted them. They looked at Goliath and
concluded “There’s no way. Not in this life. This is not possible.” They looked at Goliath through
the lens of their own strength and concluded they didn’t have a chance.

MBHEAMNMFHXHENEL, HNRSBGHBECEIMTEFRHUBRIIA—FRXEHT,
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David arrived and had hope for victory where they had been hopeless. You see, he had
a different lens through which he looked at the situation. He looked at Goliath, he registered the
fact that Goliath was 9 feet tall, but he drew a different conclusion. Seen through the lens of the
greater size and power of God, David said, “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should
defy the armies of the living God?” Seen through the lens of the living God, the Philistine was
reduced in size.
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As you talk with your children, you are doing the work of the living God. You are not up
for the task. But nothing is too big for Him.
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Write out a statement of commitment to God, to trust in His strength and to speak to your
children in ways that are helpful, according to their needs, that they might benefit.
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