You're in Charge {R2 =M

THE BIG IDEA#ZID R

God has established structures of authority. The essential social structures of life—the
home, the church, and the state—all have God-ordained authorities. Parents are the
God-ordained authority in the lives of children. Your children need the gracious authority of
parents, who know them and who understand God’s ways. Children lack maturity, wisdom and
life experience. They thrive under the gracious authority of godly parents. Our culture does not
like authority. It is not just that we don’t like being under authority, we don’t like being authorities.
Hence, many parents are uncomfortable with their calling to be authorities in their children’s
lives. Their discomfort with authority makes them tentative and insecure with their authority over
their children. In a biblical vision, we understand that God calls parents to be authorities and has
ordained that living under parental authority is a blessing for our children. (Ephesians 6:1-3).
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This chapter discusses the information in Chapter 4 of Shepherding a Child’s Heart.
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DIGGING INTO THE WORD&EZ X%

God calls parents to be authorities in the lives of their children. Look at the passages listed
below. Note the implications in terms of parental authority.
HTFERXBRABRFHEETPIHINE. EETEINEHMNEX, TEENEXENBEAENE Lo
Genesis{lt#i2) 18:19
Deuteronomy{E daic) 21:18-21
Proverbs{=% & »1:8-9
Proverbs{& & )4:1-2
Proverbs{% & )6:20-23
Proverbs{ & )23:22
Luke{ B 08 & )2:51-52
Ephesians{ L 3BT $) 6:1—4
Colossians{# Z #a$) 3:20-21
1 Thessalonians{i&# % B aTH) 2:11-12
1. Our culture has reduced parenting to care providing. What would be some tasks that
could be listed as care providing tasks?
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2. What additional callings does Chapter 4 of Shepherding a Child’s Heart remind us of?
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APPLICATION R A

As we have observed above, in our culture we do not like authority. We do not like being
under authority, nor do we like being authorities. Requiring someone to obey us seems unfair to
us. To love someone and to require them to obey seems strange in our time. We would rather
have our children do what we want without having to require it of them. As a result, many
parents are uncomfortable with teaching children to submit to authority. Young children grow
accustomed to making their own decisions.
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Honey, do you really think you should wear that pink party dress and those patent
leather shoes to the picnic?

FEMN, MEMANMRMZEREMIBMIRNENRNEREEFED ?

Wouldn't it be better for you to wear your jeans and a pair of sneakers?
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OK, but | hope you don’t spoil your nice dress. Don’t come crying to me if it gets messed
up.
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And so young Jennifer is the decision-maker. She may be too young and lack the
maturity to make a good decision, but she has become the decision-maker. Here are the sad
results.
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She is learning that parents may suggest, but she has the final say. She is learning to be
an autonomous person who has no greater authority in her life than her own wishes and
desires. She is learning to trust her own ideas and to resist the counsel and direction of parents
who are mature and wise.
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I’'m sorry, Mommy forgot that you don’t like oatmeal. Look, you don’t have to eat it. What
would you like to eat? How about some cocoa pops? I'll get the cocoa pops.
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Would it not be better for Junior and for Mother if Mother said, “Dear, | know that oatmeal
is not your favorite cereal, but Mommy made oatmeal this morning. It is good nutritious food and
| want you to eat it. Now, let’s pray and thank God for the food He has given us. Maybe we will
have something you like better another day.”
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What is Junior learning? He is learning that Mommy is in charge. She is an authority who
is kind. He is learning to give thanks in all circumstances. He is learning that the adults in his
world are not going to act like peers; they will act like adults. He is learning to be under the
authority of someone older, wiser and more mature.
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1. What are some areas in which you observe parents being unwilling to provide direction
for their children?
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Scores of scenarios likes these above could be played out. Discussions about piano
lessons, T-ball teams, ballet classes, sleepovers, having friends in, visiting other friends or
neighbors and so forth could be described. The point is this: your task in dealing with young
children is to determine what is best for your child and direct him into that path in kind and
gracious ways. You must provide direction.
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Your children are young. They lack maturity, wisdom and life experience. They need the
direction and protection of kind and gentle parents who are willing to be in charge. When we fail
to provide this direction we imply that they do not need us for direction. Once we have taught
them that lesson (through failure to direct) we will find it very hard to persuade them differently.
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It is important to present this lesson of being a person under authority in positive ways.
“Honey, God, who is good and kind and who has made you and me and all things for His glory,
says that boys and girls are to obey their Mommy and Daddy. God loves you so much that He
has given you a Mommy and Daddy who are wise and love you and care for you. It is a good
thing for you to obey Mommy and Daddy.”
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2. In addition to providing direction, parents must also discipline. What are some mistaken
notions some parents have about discipline?
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3. Read the description of discipline in Hebrews 12:5-11. What is the difference between a
punitive and a corrective view of discipline?
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4. Why is it important that correction orbit around a God who has been sinned against and
not a parent who is offended?
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How does correcting because of offense toward God help with the problem of parental
anger during discipline?
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How will seeing yourself as God’s agent in correction and discipline change the way you
discipline your children?

HECUNBEHENERFHREBE NG NAHTMERZFHIAK?

Meditate on the implications of Proverbs 3:11-12: “My son, do not despise the Lord’s

discipline and do not resent his rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a
father the son he delights in.”
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STRATEGIC QUESTIONS R R& % [7] &

1.

What are some ways that you fail in being an authority and fall to negotiating with your
children rather than directing them?

ERERANNBHAEERMZ EEMSZFHEMARIESMITX—F @, mEHLLK
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Are you perhaps a parent who does not struggle with being an authority, but who
struggles with being an authority who is kind? How can you exhibit the Christ-like
gentleness of Matthew 11:29-307?
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You are to be obeyed because you are God’s agent for discipline and correction. Your
authority is derived from God’s authority. It is easy to become muddled in your thinking
and to cease to see yourself as an authority under God and to just want to be obeyed
out of personal convenience. What are the ways that this all reduces to convenience for
you and the issue becomes simply wanting what you want?
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How can you present to your children the benefits of being a person under authority?
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What are the truths that they need to embrace if they are to find joy in being a person
under the authority of their parents?

INRMANEERBHNE FTHEIRE, HIFEEZHLEEE?

Think about non-corrective contexts (when you are not in the process of confronting
improper behavior and attitudes in your children) in which you can present truths your
children must understand and affirm in order to submit to God’s order and be under
authority. What are some of the truths you must teach?
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7. You know that God has called you to be an authority in the lives of your children. You
want to be an authority that is kind. What are some areas in which you must grow in
grace to be a gracious and godly authority in the lives of your children?
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8. What qualities do you find in God that you can imitate in being a gracious authority in the
lives of your children?
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS4 i

1. The parenting task often seems overwhelming. You must deal with yourself and the
problems of habit and personality that you bring to the task. You also must deal with
children, each of whom bring certain proclivities and ways of thinking and responding to
the parent-child relationship. You stand in continual need of the grace and strength of
Jesus Christ. Only in Him can you find the strength, insight, wisdom and hope you need
to do this task with joy. Note how these passages express biblical hope.
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Isaiah{ AZRILH) 41:10
2 Chronicles{[ifXET)7:14
John{ A #taE)15:3-5

2. Make a prayer list of ways you can pray for yourself and your spouse as you seek to be
kind authorities in the lives of your children. How do you need the grace of God that
comes as you abide in the vine? What are the ways that your children need God’s work
in them if they are to be children who willingly place themselves under your authority?
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We are a culture that does not understand authority in a biblical vision. We tend toward
being wimps or being John Wayne type authorities. God, who is working in us, will give us grace
to be Christ-like authorities like the One who said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light.” (Matthew 11:28-30).
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