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THE BIG IDEA#ZIDEE

Two things contribute to the development of your child: the shaping influences of life and
the Godward orientation of his heart. As a parent you must be concerned with both. You must
be concerned with how you structure the shaping influences of life under your control. You must
also actively shepherd the Godward orientation of your children. Your children are not neutral in
this process. They are not merely the sum total of what you put into them. They interact with
your shaping efforts according the Godward commitment of their hearts. Raising children is not
like operating a plastic extrusion press. Children are responders. They are active in what they
become.
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This chapter discusses the information found in chapters 2 & 3 of Shepherding a Child’s
Heart.
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DIGGING INTO THE WORD&EZ X%

Shaping Influences 28 i& 4 £2

1. In the following passages look for evidence of God’s concern with the shaping influences
you provide for your children.
HEUTEXHFHIUERE, WHAMXDMRAZRFIRENEEERZME,
Genesis{lt#i2) 18:19
Deuteronomy{ 5 ic) 6:6-9
Ephesians{ A #B T $) 6:4
Colossians{I ZFE ) 3:21
2. How would you summarize the importance God places on the shaping influences you
provide as a parent?
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3. Notice in the following passages the effect of shaping influences on children.
ABRUTEXHhEEZMNEFHIZM,
Proverbs{&& & )1:8-9
Proverbs{®=& & )3:1-2



Proverbs{f&& & »23:19
Proverbs{&& & )23:22
Proverbs{f% & )23:26
Proverbs{% & )29:21

Godward OrientationX¥ #5844 [A]

1.

The Bible speaks with clarity as it describes the importance of the Godward orientation
of your child’s heart. In the following passages look for evidences of the importance of
Godward orientation in determining how your children will respond to life and life’s
circumstances.
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Genesis{8ItH42) 50:19-21
Psalm{iF&»10:1-11
Psalm{iF& )14:1
Proverbs{ & & )4:23
Proverbs{&& & )9:7-10
Mark{ B r[ {8 & )7:21-23
Luke{#& N8 )6:45
Romans{(FZ&$) 1:21-25

2.

heart?

1 Samuel 2:12, provides a good case study in the importance of Godward orientation.
“Eli’s sons were wicked men; they had no regard for the Lord. . .” Everything in the rest
of the story is an outworking of the Godward orientation of the hearts of these wicked
sons of Eli. The ways they sinned in the account we are given in 1 Samuel were merely
a reflection of the Godward orientation of their hearts; they had no regard for the Lord.
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How would you summarize the importance of the Godward orientation of your child’s
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Begin looking for passages and illustrations that demonstrate the importance of

providing good shaping influences in areas in where you have some control and input.

Also gather Bible illustrations of how the Godward orientation of the heart determines

response to life’s circumstances. Here are some examples to get you started.
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a. In Ephesians 6:4, God shows how He is concerned with the shaping influences

provided by a father. The implication is that children will become embittered by
improper parental control.
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In 1 Peter 2:13-23, the entrusting of one’s self to God (v. 23) determines how to
respond to the experience of being punished unfairly.
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Psalm 3:1-6 shows how confidence in God enables David to find rest even when
an army is against him. Godward orientation changes the way that situation is
experienced by the Psalmist.
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Most discussions of child rearing are discussions of providing the best possible
shaping influences. There is a certain value in this because, as you see in the
Scripture, the shaping influences of life have a powerful impact on your children’s
lives. Many shaping influences, however, are not under parental control. Some
things such as sickness, death, social and cultural movements come to us
according to God’s plan without regard to our preferences. The shaping
influences that we can control must be structured according to God’s Word. You
must teach your children to respond to those things you cannot control with an
understanding of God and His ways.
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APPLICATIONM A

1.

As you see in the passages you looked at above, the shaping influences of life have an
impact on your children. It is, therefore, valid for you to be concerned with the shaping
influences that you have some control over.
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Evaluate with your spouse the shaping influences you are providing in these areas. Ask
yourself what passages of Scripture speak to these things.
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Family worship REEE 7%

Conflict resolution ;4132 iz R

Family values R EE M BN

Roles of father or mother R EE AEMAR
Success and failure F{Th 5 &K

Importance of serving others fRE Mt ABIEE 4



Fellowship FA22

Importance of education B M EE 1%
Development of talents F g KB
Decision making R %

Character development @& % B
Place of the Bible 22 &

2. Chapter 2 of Shepherding a Child’s Heart describes two mistakes that can be made in
understanding the parenting task—determinism or denial. Review that section and
respond to the following questions.
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a. How would determinism affect the way you would respond to your child rearing
task?
RE R INEIF RS T ILESHIR DL ?

b. How would denial affect the way you would respond to your child rearing task?
BN IR B ILIESHIRA ?

c. How do you see yourself responding either in determinism or denial?
RINAIEFEHCRERRETRERERETEIR?

The shaping influences of life and the Godward orientation of the hearts of your children
both contribute to the persons they become. The Bible teaches that, “If a man pampers his
servant from youth, he will bring grief in the end.” (Proverbs 29:21). The shaping influence of
pampering will bring the result of an unworthy servant who will be a grief to his master. Shaping
influences matter. They have an impact on how a servant develops. Likewise, the Godward
orientation of the heart will impact the person our child becomes. The shaping influences are
never the sole determiner because the Godward orientation of the heart directs the way the
individual responds to what happens to him in his life experience. Certainly, Joseph is an
example of one who trusted God and understood life from the perspective of God’s sovereign
control, despite the difficult shaping influences in his life (see Gen 50:20).
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3. What do you discern to be the ways your child is responding to his life experience? Do
you see him responding in love for God and faith in God’s care and goodness, or do you
see him pushed and pulled by other things?
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4. What are some of the ways he shows that he is responding to life as a child who knows
and loves God or as a child who is still quite willful and bent on pleasing himself?
LA XRABCSHE— N NRHFZRAEZTF, EE2—NPHAREME., — DB
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If you use Proverbs 9:7—10 as a grid through which to understand your child’s response
to the direction and correction he receives from you, would you characterize him as wise
or as a mocker?
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If as a wise person, how can you encourage and strengthen those wise responses?
MRZEE N, RN 5% B #0058 1X L BA 2 8 [B] B 2

If as a mocker, how can you challenge and demonstrate the destructiveness of those
foolish responses?
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. While you cannot control all the shaping influences, you can shepherd the hearts of your
children as they respond to these things. How could you shepherd the heart of your child
in the following situations? (Assume for the moment, that you cannot change the
situation).
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a. There is an art teacher that seems to respond unfairly to your child. How can you
help him to understand this trial in a biblical vision?
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b. There is a bully on the school bus who sees your child’s gracious responses as
weakness and has become a daily tormentor to your child. Help him respond to
this in a godly manner.
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c. Daddy is sick. In fact, he is dying and life must be organized around his needs
and hospice care. How could you shepherd your child to know God and peace
and comfort in this life experience?
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Many parents show far more concern for the shaping influences of life than they show for
the Godward orientation of their child’s heart as he responds to those shaping
influences. It is far more important, for example, to shepherd the response your child has
to the bully at school than it is to insure that no one ever bullies him. Whether people
laugh at your child is of little import compared with learning to know God in ways that
enable him to respond to the experience of being laughed at.
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Your child is never neutral as he responds to the shaping influences of life. He is a
creature who was made in the image of God. He is uniquely designed to know God and
be dazzled by God’s glory. Because he is a worshiper, he will always respond to life out
of a religious grid. Your task is twofold. First, to provide the most biblical shaping



influences you can provide. Second, to shepherd his heart through all of life’s hills and
valleys into the paths of intimate communion and fellowship with God.
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STRATEGIC QUESTIONS R R& % [7] &

1. What are ways that you need to rethink aspects of the shaping influences that you
provide for your children?
MEBEEMBLESEEFREMNEZFRENEE W ?

2. What are some changes that you should make in order to have the shaping influences
that you provide be more consistently biblical?
ATEMRBHBEREZMBENFERENAS, R ZMEELLHRE ?

3. Children either respond to life out of the grace of God’s covenant and know his peace
and joy, or they respond with some form of idolatry such as pride and performance,
power and influence, pleasure and sensuality or perhaps love of possessions. What do
you observe as the lens through which your children are looking at the world?
BFNELHETHIANBREINAE, ANREHERNER, EoETEHEXNES
SFEREN, LLMFHMERN, NAOMER, ZRMNBERE, XFEENUYHE. R
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4. Can you think of ways to open discussion with them about these issues?
fREERE MRN8 IX L R R IG ?

5. What are some ways that you must pray for yourself and for your children if you are
going to apply these things to the correction and discipline of your children?
IMBMBEXLEFENAINZFHUENERD, ROFN B CHZFAEHPLR
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS4 &

One of the ways that God causes us to grow in grace and knowing Him is prayerful
self-reflection. Meditate on the shaping influences of life that are under your control. Prayerfully
evaluate areas of needed change. Think about the need to show your children the excellencies
and glories of God. Then open your heart before God with the words of Psalm 26:2-3: “Test me,
O LORD, and try me, examine my heart and my mind; for your love is ever before me, and |
walk continually in your truth.”
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1. What are some ways the shaping influences of life under your control should be
changed?
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2. How can you deepen your experience of the pleasures of knowing God, so that you can
reflect to your children in deeper measure the joys of communion and fellowship with the
living God?
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One of the most powerful ways that you can show your children the glories of God,

whose greatness no one can fathom, is by finding delight in Him yourself. As you delight

in Him and show His wonders to your children, you bring Him glory. Look up Psalm 145

as a paradigm of the excellencies of God.
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The promises of the Scripture were given to encourage us.
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For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through
endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
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Romans{(Z &) 15:4

As you give yourself to painful self-examination and strive to change in the ways that
God calls you to for the sake of raising your children, fortify your heart with the encouragements
of Scripture.
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God will draw near to us and show himself strong as we seek to change.
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| pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit
in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray that you,
being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is
able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever
and ever! Amen.
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Ephesians{ L 3BT $) 3:16-21

1. Note all the encouragements in the passage above that fill you with hope, joy and
courage as you give yourself to what God calls you to.
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